
RESOLUTION NO. 1 
Dedication of Convention and Declaration of Principles 

 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus is in session at the 121st 
Annual Meeting pursuant to the Constitution and Bylaws of the Order, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus meets in the desire that its 
deliberations will arouse greater interest and perpetuate greater areas of apostolic and socially 
aware activities by members of the Order, and 
 
WHEREAS, as the Knights of Columbus should work in a unified and efficient manner toward 
strengthening a more just society for the benefit of the church, community, members and all 
people, and 
 
WHEREAS, as citizens of the United States of America, we turn for intercession to our Blessed 
Mother under the title of the Immaculate Conception and to Our Lady of Guadalupe as 
patroness of the Americas. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, duly assembled at this 121st Annual Meeting, humbly dedicate its deliberations to 
the improvement of society according to Catholic Christian principles and in so deliberating on 
all resolutions utilizes the principles of wisdom, patience and fraternal charity to promote the 
common good according to Catholic Christian principles in union with Jesus our Savior and 
Mary our Holy Mother, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members of the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus reaffirm the following declarations of purposes as espoused within the Charter of the 
Knights of Columbus to render pecuniary aid to members and their families; to render mutual 
aid and assistance to sick, disabled and needy members and their families; to promote social 
and intellectual intercourse among members and their families; and to promote and conduct 
educational work, charitable work, religious work, social welfare, war relief, and welfare, and 
public relief work. 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council 



RESOLUTION NO. 2 
Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney 

 
WHEREAS, Father Michael Joseph McGivney was a parish priest in New Haven, Connecticut in 
1882 when he enlisted the aid of others to establish an organization for the purpose of (i) 
rendering mutual aid and assistance to its sick, disabled, and needy members and their families, 
and (ii) for the promotion of the social and intellectual intercourse among members and their 
families, and (iii) promoting and conducting educational, charitable, religious, social welfare and 
relief work, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Order is the embodiment of Father Michael McGivney’s vision, fulfilling its 
purpose of charity and evangelization, and 
 
WHEREAS, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI recognized the heroic virtues of Father Michael 
McGivney, advancing the Vatican’s process towards his sainthood and giving him the distinction 
of being a “Venerable Servant of God.” and 
 
WHEREAS, Pope Francis approved a decree confirming a miracle brought upon through the 
intercession of Father Michael McGivney healing the preborn Michael “Mikey” Schachle of a life-
threatening condition, paving the way for Father McGivney’s Beautification, and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus hereby prays that Blessed Michael McGivney will soon be numbered among God’s 
saints, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that during one session of this and subsequent annual business 
meetings of the State Council the Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael McGivney 
shall be prayed by those in attendance, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon passage of this resolution by the Iowa State Council of 
the Knights of Columbus at the 121st Annual Meeting, that the same be presented for 
consideration by delegates to the 2022 Supreme Council Meeting.  
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council 



RESOLUTION NO. 3 
Salutations and Felicitations to the Clergy and Religious  

 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus is deeply grateful for the many 
benefits provided to its members by the Pope, bishops, and clergy, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus wishes to renew its pledge of 
continued love, loyalty, and submission, and wishes to assure the clergy that the Knights of 
Columbus will always be at their service and that of the Church, and wishes to further promise 
unswerving loyalty to the hierarchy of the Church, and 
 
WHEREAS, the activities of the 121st Annual Meeting of the Iowa State Council of the Knights 
of Columbus have been enhanced in its significance and dignity by the presence of the Most 
Reverend Thomas R. Zinkula, Bishop of the Diocese of Davenport, Reverend Father Raymond 
Higgins, our Worthy State Chaplain, and other monsignors, priests, deacons, and religious 
brothers and sisters in attendance.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, duly assembled at this 121st Annual Meeting, do hereby express to the Pope, all 
bishops and clergy its sincere appreciation and thanks for their splendid guidance and 
leadership, and our pledge of continued loyalty, support, and service, with particular 
appreciation given to the following: 
 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis; and the hierarchy of the holy Catholic Church 
 
The Most Reverend William E. Lori, Archbishop of Baltimore, Maryland and Worthy 
Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus 
 
The Archbishop of the Dubuque Archdiocese, Most Reverend Michael O. Jackels 
 
The Bishop of the Davenport Diocese, Most Reverend Thomas R. Zinkula 
 
The Bishop of the Sioux City Diocese, Most Reverend R. Walker Nickless 
 
The Bishop of the Des Moines Diocese, Most Reverend William Joensen 
 
The State Chaplain of Iowa, the Reverend Father Raymond Higgins, and all council 
chaplains, priests, deacons, and religious in Iowa 
 
All retired clergy, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon passage of this resolution by the Iowa State Council of 
the Knights of Columbus at the 121st Annual Meeting, that the same be presented for 
consideration by delegates to the 2022 Supreme Council Meeting. 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 4 
Salutation to the Local Bishop, the Most Reverend Thomas R. Zinkula 

 
WHEREAS, the activities of the 121st Annual Meeting of the Iowa State Council of the Knights 
of Columbus have been enhanced in their significance and dignity by the presence of the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Davenport, the Most Reverend Thomas R. Zinkula, and 
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Zinkula has enthusiastically supported the Knights of Columbus during his 
tenure as the chief shepherd and teacher of the Roman Catholic Church of the Diocese of 
Davenport, and  
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Zinkula is a proud member of the Order, joining on March 14, 2003 and 
obtaining the honors of the Patriotic Degree April 6, 2018, and 
 
WHEREAS, Bishop Zinkula and the staff of the Diocese of Davenport have continued to be a 
gracious host to the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus for many initiatives. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus extends to the Most Reverend Thomas R. Zinkula its sincere appreciation and the 
support and services of all of its members for his support of the Knights of Columbus and for his 
attendance at the 2022 State Convention. 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 5 
Salutation to the Worthy Supreme Knight 

 
WHEREAS, Patrick E. Kelly was elected March 2021 to serve as Worthy Supreme Knight of the 
Knights of Columbus, and 
 
WHEREAS, our Supreme Knight is a man of exemplary virtue, who for nearly three decades 
has demonstrated a track record of service to Church and Country, which serves him well in 
advancing the Order’s Mission, and whose actions are deeply valued by the members of the 
Iowa State Council. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus hereby extends heartfelt appreciation to the service and commitment by Supreme 
Knight Patrick E. Kelly to the Knights of Columbus and hereby enthusiastically supports his 
continued leadership of our Order, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon passage of this resolution by the Iowa State Council of 
the Knights of Columbus at the 121st Annual Meeting, that the same be presented for 
consideration by delegates to the 2022 Supreme Council Meeting. 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 6 
Salutation to the Supreme Director Antonio Banuelos 

 
WHEREAS, Antonio Banuelos is a member of Father Tom Pfeffer Council 14267 in Des 
Moines, IA, and 
 
WHEREAS, Antonio has been an exemplary Catholic husband, father, and loyal son of the 
Church through his involvement with the Hispanic ministry throughout the Diocese of Des 
Moines, and 
 
WHEREAS, he was elected and served two terms as State Deputy of Iowa for the Knights of 
Columbus, where he led the jurisdiction to be recognized with membership in the Supreme 
Knight’s Circle of Honor for the 2018-2019 fraternal year, and  
 
WHEREAS, during the 2019 Supreme Convention held in Minneapolis, Antonio was elected to 
a three-year term as a member of the Supreme Board of Directors for the Knights of Columbus 
with the title of Supreme Director. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus extends to Antonio Banuelos a heartfelt and sincere appreciation for his meritorious 
service to the Knights of Columbus, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we nominate Antonio Banuelos for re-election to the 
Supreme Board of Directors for the Knights of Columbus for an additional three-year term, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon passage of this resolution by the Iowa State Council of 
the Knights of Columbus at the 121st Annual Meeting, that the same be presented for 
consideration by delegates to the 2022 Supreme Council Meeting. 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 7 
Salutation to State Deputy and State Leadership  

 
WHEREAS, the Constitution and Bylaws of the Order permits the Iowa State Council to elect a 
Brother Knight to serve in the role of Worthy State Deputy, and  
 
WHEREAS, Steven J. Vonnahme, a Brother Knight of the Father Dan Clarke Council 13109 in 
Altoona, was elected in 2021 to occupy the role of State Deputy, and  
 
WHEREAS, under his leadership a team of state officers and fraternal leaders, state leadership, 
district deputies, and wardens have worked to advance the membership, program, and fraternal 
protection programs of the Order while displaying virtues of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism, and  
 
WHEREAS, many members of the state leadership are blessed with a wife and children who, in 
turn, sacrifice and give much for the service of both the state council and of the Order.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus extends to Worthy State Deputy Steven J. Vonnahme, First Lady Rose Vonnahme, 
and their family its sincere appreciation and continued prayers to the Holy Family for their 
protection, and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appreciation of the State Council also be extended to all 
past and present state and district leadership and their families for the work done to advance 
the Order across Iowa.  
 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council 



RESOLUTION NO. 8 
Salutation to Local Council Leadership  

 
WHEREAS, the work of the Knights of Columbus has occurred and does occur at the local 
council level, and  
 
WHEREAS, each local council elected a slate of officers to lead the action of the council, and  
 
WHEREAS, under the direction of a Worthy Grand Knight, a group of men are appointed as 
directors and chairmen to share in the workload of the council and to ensure its’ success in 
supporting the parish, its’ leadership, and the local community, and  
 
WHEREAS, in consultation between the Grand Knight and the Board of Trustees, a Worthy 
Financial Secretary is recommended for appointment by the Supreme Knight to serve as a 
direct administrative link between the supreme office and the subordinate local council, and  
 
WHEREAS, many Brother Knights step into positions of responsibility without obtaining a formal 
title or appointment, simply because the work needs to be done and they have the skills 
needed.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus extends its gratitude to every local council officer, director, and chairman, along with 
their families, for the time, talent, and treasure invested in the name of the Knights of Columbus, 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, upon passage of this resolution by the delegates to this 
121st Annual Business Meeting of the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus, a signed 
copy of this resolution be transmitted to each Grand Knight on record as a token of our 
appreciation.  
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council 



RESOLUTION NO. 9 
Salutation and Appreciation of Convention Host Committee 

 
WHEREAS, this 2022 State Convention of the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus 
has been hosted by a committee of Brother Knights and their wives from local councils in the 
Coralville-Iowa City area, chaired by Brother Knights William Wieland and Eric Field, and  
 
WHEREAS, dozens of Brother Knights, together with their wives, have worked very hard and 
have been very gracious in their hospitality extended to the attendees of this 2022 State 
Convention. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus hereby extends to William and Eric and all other brothers, wives, and friends who 
assisted in the preparation of this State Convention, its sincere appreciation and profound 
thanks for the cordial welcome and fine hospitality shown in the preparation and execution of 
this 2022 State Convention to all members in attendance. 
 
 
Submitted by:   Executive Committee, Iowa State Council  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 10 
In Remembrance of departed Brother Knights and 
those enrolled in the Perpetual Memorial Society  

 
 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus is deeply grateful for the many 
contributions of its members, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus wishes to pause and remember 
those brother Knights from its councils who have concluded their service to the Order and to 
their Church through falling asleep in the hope of eternal life, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Iowa State Council of the Knights of Columbus established the Perpetual 
Memorial Society in 1990 to provide a means for an eternal remembrance for those departed 
brothers and sisters in Christ and encourages all to enroll those recently departed.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus, duly assembled at this 121st Annual Meeting, do hereby express its sincere 
appreciation and thanks for their splendid service to our Order, our Holy Mother Church, and 
their local communities through the virtues of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that those duly assembled at the 121st Annual Meeting of the 
Iowa State Council shall remember these departed Brother Knights, all enrollees of the 
Perpetual Memorial Society, and those from our families who have recently departed through 
the participation at the annual Memorial Mass conducted during the 2022 State Convention. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Executive Committee, Iowa State Council 



RESOLUTION NO. 11 
Supporting a Culture of Life 

 
WHEREAS, we affirm our belief that God created man in His image own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them (Gen 1:27), and 
 
WHEREAS, we affirm the Catechism of the Catholic Church which states that human life must 
be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception; from the first moment of 
his existence, a human being must be recognized as having the rights of a person – among 
which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life (CCC 2270); and 
 
WHEREAS, we affirm that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness; and 
 
WHEREAS, we affirm that an unborn baby is also a person and deserves not to be killed during 
an intentional abortion; and 
 
WHEREAS, we affirm that we need to provide for the physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual 
needs of pregnant mothers to support her in a life-affirming choice; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus encourages its members, their families, and parishes to 
advocate to their elected officials to stop the use and trafficking of fetal body parts resulting from 
abortion; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Knights of Columbus encourages its members, their families, and parishes to 
advocate to their elected officials to establish or retain laws rejecting doctor-prescribed suicide 
and euthanasia; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Knights of Columbus members, their families, and 
parishes lend their prayers and support for a Culture of Life, specifically asking each to pray a 
Rosary daily and fast one day a week, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Knights of Columbus members, their families, and parishes 
remain actively involved in promoting, educating, and supporting a Culture of Life with their 
elected officials. 
 
Submitted by: Saint Francis of Assisi Council 12422, West Des Moines, Iowa 
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